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THE RECENT ORIGIN OF ΠΑΝ. 

BY STEPHEN BOWERS, A. M., PH. D. 

Recently the newspapers contained an account of the discovery of a 
skeleton in Colorado, by a Columbian college professor, which he was pleased 
to call the "missing link" between man and the apes. He gave this remarka- 
ble creature an antiquity of a million and a half of years. The friable bones 
were carefully wrapped in cotton and shipped east. But scarcely had the 
learned professor gotten away with his prize when certain cow-boys came for- 
ward and claimed the bones to be that of a pet monkey which they buried but 
a dozen years previously. 

A few years ago the newspapers contained an account of the discovery 
of a human skull in the Carboniferous limestone of southern Kansas, by a 
teacher in the Osage Mission of that State. This was taking our race farther 
back into the misty past than the most sanguine believer in a high antiquity 
or man dared to hope. But like the well known story of the fossil man 
found in the Œningen quarries, who under the magic touch of true science 
proved to be but a fossil salamander, so this skull was pronounced by one of 
cur savants to be but the body-whorl of a large cephalopod shell allied to the 
goniatites, and that which was found in the same spot and supposed to be 
portions of a "petrified haystack," were fragments of some kind of slag. 

The proof upon which the theory of pre-Adamite man professes to rest 
is the trace of man's presence in the spots which he inhabited, and the soil 
upon which he walked. It is claimed that however savage he may have beer* 
he must have had some kinds of weapons of defense, and for procuring food, 
and that he must have left some scraps of clothing and some vestiges of his 
industry. We are also referred to "human bones buried in the earth and pre- 
served by the means of the deposits of calcareous salts which have fossilized, 
them; the intermixture of these bones with those of extinct animals, and 
that in geologic periods anterior to the present." Special appeal is made to 
certain ancient habitations in Europe, kitchen middens or "refuse heaps" in 
Europe and America, the deltas of the Mississippi, Nile, Po, Ganges, etc.; cave 
deposits, and human remains found in peat clay and in gravel beds, and in 
terraces in various portions of the globe. 

Concerning the divisions of the periods of "pre-historic man," archaeolo- 
gists differ. Perhaps that of Lartet finds most favor amongst the advocates of a 



52 HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA. 

remote antiquity for man. He divides it into two general periods, viz: The 
stone age, and the metal age. The fust he divides into three epochs, i. 
That of the extinct animals, such as the mammoth and the cave bear; 2. 
That of the existing migrating animals, which he calls the reindeer epoch; 
3. That of the present existing domestic animals, which he denominates 
the polished stone epoch. The second age he divides into two epochs; 1. 
Bronze; 2. Iron. 

We shall also find great diversity concerning the meaning of "pre-historic 
times." Sir Charles Lyell says: The first Olympiad "is generally regarded 
as the earliest date upon which we can rely in the past annals of mankind, 
about 776 years before the Christian era." Why this date is to be accepted 
and that of the birth of Moses, the hegira from Egypt or the building of King 
Solomon's temple are ignored, this eminent geologist fails to tell us. Mr. 
Lubbock styles his book "Pre-historic Times," but does not define the mean- 
ing he attaches to the term. He refers to Hesiod and speaks of Usher's 
Chronology. "He professes to write about 'pre-historic times/ says the Lon- 
don Quarterly Review, "and gives us an elaborate dissertation about unhistonc 
times" Figuier places the creation of man at an indefinite period in the past. 
He tries to reconcile his theory with the Bible as follows: "It was thought 
that the Old Testament stated that man was created 6,000 years ago. Now 
the fact is nothing of the kind can be found in the book of Genesis. It is 
only the compilers of chronological systems, and the commentators who have 
put forward this date as that of the first appearance of the human race." Lartet 
holds similar views. "In Genesis," he says, "no date can be found which 
sets a limit to the time when primitive mankind may have made its appear- 
ance." He then says that chronologists have differed more than 3,000 years 
in their calculations of the time between the creation of Adam and the birth 
of Christ. Baron Bunson ignoring Hebrew chronology claims an antiquity 
for the human race of 20,000 years. 

Baldwin, in his Ancient America, says: "Archaeology and linguistic science, 
not to speak here of geology, makes it certain that the period between the 
beginning of the human race and the birth of Christ would be more accur_ 
ately stated if the centuries counted in the longest estimates of the Rabbini- 
cal chronologists should be changed to millenniums." Foster says in his Pre- 
historic Races, "that man lived at a time far too remote to be embraced in 
our system of chronology, surrounded by great quadrupeds which have ceased 
to exist, and under a climate very different from what now prevails, has been 
so clearly demonstrated that the fact must now be accepted as a scientific 
truth. Revelations so startling have been received with disquietude and 
distrust by those who adhere to the chronology of Usher and Petavious. * * 
In tracing back the antiquity of man to the earliest monuments that indicate 
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his presence on the earth, the historic period forms but an inconsiderable 

part in the great cycle of events." 
While quotations of this kind might be extended much further, those al- 

ready quoted will answer our purpose. They show us that scientists are not 

agreed among themselves as to what is historic and what is prehistoric. 
Some archaeologists claim for man an antiquity reaching back in geologic 

time to the Pliocene period; but I hesitate not to say that facts do not war- 
rant the conclusion. Concerning the now famous skull found in Calaveras 
county, in this State, which Prof. Whitney claims was procured at the bottom 
of a shaft 150 feet deep, under five beds of lava and volcanic tufa and four 
beds of auriferous gravel, "if authenticated" says Dr. Foster, "will carry us 
back to Pliocene times." But it has not been authenticated in the interests of 
high antiquity, nor can it be. I made a somewhat thorough investigation of 
this professed find, and am convinced that it was a trick practiced by several 
miners to deceive Prof. Whitney, whom they disliked because of his unwilling- 
ness to receive information from them, and bis offensive reserve in their 

presence. This skull, with many others, was found near the surface in a» 
old Indian rancheria, and was let down the shaft by the indignant miners, and 
covered with earth and gravel at the bottom, after which they brought it up 
and presented it to Mr. Whitney who was in the neighborhood. The whole 
thing was intended as a clever deception. This professed find is quoted by 
French and English savants to establish man's long residence upon the earth.. 

The London Quarterly Review says of the jawbone found in the 
gravel pits of Picardy by Boucher de Per thes, which so greatly exercised 
French savants, also the human skeletons which were found in the cave of 
Aurignac, but which were never seen by the English scientists, that they with 

many others were impositions of shrewd workmen. To these we may add 
the "holy stone" of Newark, and the "inscribed stone" from« Gravel Creek 
Mound, Va., and other professed finds over which a vast amount of archaeo- 
logical learning has been expended. 

Science is continually adding facts which greatly reduce the estimated 
years of geology. Mr. Lyell, after a somewhat careful examination of the 
delta of the Mississippi, estimated its formation to have required about 100,- 
000 years, thus pushing the human remains found therein into a remote an- 
tiquity. But our government survey, by careful measurement, found that it 
advances into the gulf of Mexico at the rate of 262 feet in a year, at which 
rate it has required little more than 4,000 years in forming the whole. Several 
years ago a human skeleton was found near New Orleans at considerable dis- 
tance from the river and buried sixteen feet below the surface. Drs. Nott and 
Dowler, and Mr; Gliddon decided that it belonged to the "aboriginal American" 
race, and from the strata of sand and earth that had formed over the skeleton* 

they concluded that it had lain in that spot nearly 60,000 years. Bat near 
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by was found the gunwale of a flatboat, and the skeleton was that of an 
unfortunate öatboatrnan neither of which had lain there 200 years. 

Mr. Lyetl* and others, estimated the growth of certain peat beds in which 
stone implements have been found, to be so slow that at least 20,000 years 
must have elapsed since these works of art were deposited. But in these 
same beds the upright stalks of hazel and native alder are found, showing 
that the peat formed over and around them in the space of a few years instead 
of unnumbered centuries. The Earl of Cromartie records an instance of a 
dead forest, standing at the base of a high hill, near the seashore, in 16511 
which before th? close of the century had fallen and was turned into peat. 
This occured in a single lifetime. 

The uStone Age" is divided by some archaeologists into "Paleolithic" 
(old stone) and ''Neolithic" (new stone.) In the first I have no faith what- 
ever. It is folly to suppose that every flint chip and chert flake is the work 
of art, for their number is beyond computation. They form whole strata in 
some places. It is preposterous to believe that men continued making these 

'■chips" for unnumbered ages without improving upon them, and that they 
produced them in such quantities that they may be traced for miles, in some 

places, in a stratum a foot thick! 
In all deference to the learning and research of many archaeologists, I 

must he permitted to say with Reclus, that the ability to doubt is "not the 
meanest attribute in genuine philosophy," and that 1 attach but little import- 
tance to the ages into which archaeologists have divided it. Higher and lower 
states of the art seem always to have co-existed. And should we admit the 
successive ages claimed by them, in some instances we would find that the 
hands on the dial plate had gone backward. In North America the Mound 
Builders dwelt in cities and used copper and possibly iron. It was formerly 
believed that they were driven out by a race who used stone exclusively, but 
further investigation has led ethnologists to believe that the "Mound Builders" 
were our race of Indians. Living while men, as Major Powell, and others, 
have seen them erect mounds. They undoubtedly retrograded and went 
back to the use of stone. 

History informs us that the people on the west coast of Greenland at- 
tained to the use of metal, but intercourse with Europeans ceased for about 

300 years in which time they returned to the use of stone. Some tribes still 
use stone implements, while others have but recently exchanged stone for 
iron. 

Joseph Shangaratta, a christianized Indian chief in Oregon, informed 
me in 1873, that he distinctly remembered when the tribe was in the "stone 

age," and used stone arrowheads, spearpoints, mortars, pestles, etc., and 
described to me the method of their manufacture. A year later I visited a 
tribe of Indians in Lake county, about 100 miles north of San Francisco, who 
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were still in the "stone age," manufacturing and using stone mortars, pestles 
and arrowheads. Two of their number manufactured arrowheads and spear- 
points in my presence, one very fine specimens and the other rude ones. I 
was the first to publish, as far as I know, the process of their manufacture. 
Since then white men in England and in this country have learned the 
method, and have become such adepts in the art as to deceive the most pro- 
found savants. 

The finding of rude implements is not evidence of high antiquity. 
Nearly any rancheria on the Pacific slope, either ancient or modern, yields 
them in greater or less abundance. Amongst the tons of implements I found 
in the burial places of the Indians of Southern California were those of rude 
workmanship mingled with the finest forms. 

In his explorations of Mycenea and Tyrens, Dr. Schliemann found some 
beautiful obsidian arrowheads, dating back about iooo years В. С Some 
had rounded and others indented base. He also found perforated discs in 
the old Grecian tombs. I sent him drawings of exactly similar specimens I 
had obtained from the burial places of the Indians in California, though dif- 

fering nearly three thousand years in the age of their manufactuie. The 
eminent explorer expressed his surprise at the fact that I could duplicate 
all the specimens of stone which he had found in the ancient Grecian tombs· 
It shows that the art of manufacturing stone implements has gradually trav- 
eled around the globe, closing perhaps with the California Indians. 

The Pliocene period in geology affords no traces of human remains or 

implements, and we believe the same may be affirmed of the Post Pliocene 
which embraces the Glacial period and its subsidence. 

Dr. Dawson, the eminent geologist of Canada, believes the time required 
for the Post Glacial period has been greatly exaggerated ; that the calcula- 
tions of long time based on the gravels of the Somme, on the caves of 

Tiniere, on the peat bogs of France and Denmark, and on certain cave de- 

posits, have all been shown to be more or less at fault, and that probably 
none of these reach farther back than six or seven thousand years, which, ac- 

cording to Dr. Andrews, has elapsed since the close of the bowlder clay de- 

posits in America. Dr. Andrews' careful and elaborate observations on the 
raised beaches of Lake Michigan enables him to calculate the time when 
North America rose out of the waters of the Glacial period at between 5,500 
and 7,500 years ago. Dr. Dawson says this fixes the possible duration of trie 
human period in North America, though he believes there are other lines of 
evidence which would reduce man's residence here to a much shorter period. 

That man appeared as cotemporaneous with certain extinct animals I 
think possible. But the juxtaposition of human bo.ies and those of extinct 
animals is no certain proof of high antiquity. Many years ago Siberian hunt- 



56 HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA. 

ers found a mammoth frozen in the ice and mud at the mouth of the Lena in 
such a state of preservation that they fed its flesh to their dogs. Some of the 
wool of this monster is still preserved in the museum at St. Petersburg. Since 
that time several other extinct mammals have been found in Siberia in a good 
state of preservation, in some instances even the blood corpuscles not being 
broken down, showing that they came to their death suddenly as if over- 
whelmed with annular matter. The remains of a mastodon were found in 
Orange county, N. Y., that had several bushels of pine and maple twigs in 
its stomach upon which it had made its last repast. Even the vegetable fiber 
between its teeth was well preserved. The remains of another was found in 
Indiana with the marrow so well preserved that the workmen used it for greas- 
ing their boots. The remains of a mammoth were found in a ditch of the 
Tez-cu-co-co road, the animal having doubtless perished after the Incas had 
excavated the ditch. The Indians of this country had a tradition that their 
fathers hunted a huge deer which had a hand on its face, and slept leaning 
against trees. The Indians of Alaska declare that the mammoth is still living 
in the interior of that country, and that they have seen it. The bones of the 
animal are found nearly or quite all over the territory of Alaska in such a 
fine state of preservation that it is evident it has but recently become extinct 
in that region. In the Quarternary formation at Ventura I found the re- 
mains of the mastodon, llama and "fossil horse" commingled. Evidently 
these animals have but recently become extinct. 

During and after my connection with the U. S. Geological Survey, I ex- 
humed several thousand skeletons of Indians on the islands of Southern Cali- 
fornia and on the mainland. In many of the graves I discovered fossil 
remains of shells and cetaceans. One shell known as janira hella, and the 
teeth of a shark carcharadon rcctus, Ag. were common. I thought this 
shark extinct, but Prof. David S. Jordan informs me that an occasional ex- 
ample is still found in the Pacific ocean, but under another name. Instead 
of these forms having perished with the Indians, they had gathered them as 
fossils, as they had the vertebrae of whales, and deposited them with their 
dead. So of many of the fossil bones of extinct mammals found with the re- 
mains of man; he had collected and brought them together while living. 

As to "prehistoric man," I doubt if such a being ever existed upon this 
continent, notwithstanding the fact that here, probably, appeared the first 

dry land. The books and traditions of the inhabitants of Central America 
and Mexico show that a race came from the south and gradually spread over 
the Mississippi valley until they reached the copper mines of lake Superior. 
It is intimated that they originally crossed from the old world on an elevated 

plateau known as Atlantis, and there is much to prove that they were of 

Egyptian origin. Afterward they were driven south by a race coming from 
the northwest, who were doubtless Asiatics, and the ancestors of our present 
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Indians. After many years they reached Mexico, and built a town called 

Tollanzinco, and later the city of Tullan. These were the Toltecs. When 
Cortez invaded Mexico he found the Aztecs in power. They had come from 
the south and subjugated the Toltecs. In his war with the Aztecs he found 
the former willing allies. 

As far as I know all well informed archaeologists accept these conclu- 
sions as the most probable theory respecting the race formerly inhabiting this 

continent, which leaves us without such a thing as "prehistoric man" in 
America. 

I do not understand the Bible to represent Adam as the first human 

being created. It gives us a history of the Adamic pair and their prosperity 
from whom the Savior of the world was to spring. There may have been 
other centers of creation. Indeed it is difficult to interpret some references 
and declarations in the first chapters of Genesis on any other theory. This 
would not necessarily affect the oneness of human nature, says the learned 
Dr. Whedon, or the general destiny of man. It is my belief that the negro 
race began its existence as an independent creation, and possibly previous 
to the creation of Adam. The commonly received biblical chronology places 
the creation of the Adamic pair at a period dating back about 6,000 years. 
But Egyptain monuments dating back more than two-thirds of this time oon- 
tain pictures of the negro which represent him exactly as he is today. The 

typical negro then possessed the receding forehead, crisp hair, tumacious lips, 
prognathus jaws, flattened nose, long femurs, etc., as that of the typical negro 
of the nineteenth century. Then if there has been no differentiation in the 

past four thousand years, there certainly could not have been in the one or 
two thousand preceding years, or even if we extend the creation of the white 
race back 10,000 years, to change him from a white man to a black man with 
his peculiar physiological characteristics. 

We call the American Indian a red man, which is far from being correct. 
He undoubtedly belongs to the Mongoloid race, while the Anglo-Saxon is the 

red man as was our father Adam, which is signified in the name which his 

Creator gave him. 

But in conclusion I desire to say, that while Hebrew chronology may 

possibly remove the origin of our race farther back by two or three thousand 

years than is indicated by Usher, yet in not one single instance have 

archaeologists been able to produce human remains which they can show 

antedates the shortest biblical chronology. I have ever been willing to accept 
truth whereever tound, or by whomsoever discovered, and have tried to 

carefully examine everything offered as evidence for a high antiquity of our 

race, but to this date have found nothing to establish a belief in the proposi- 
tion put forth by zealous antiquarians. Turn the proposition in any way we 
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may and the response comes back that man began his existence upon this 
earth in comparatively recent times, and as a race we are in the spring-time 
of a vigorous youth. 

The learned editor of Le* Mondes spent nearly a whole year in studying 
the works of Evans, Lyell, Lubbock, Prestwick, Penngelly, Vogt, Buchán, 
Desser, Marlot, De Martilet, and others, and he declares that not only has it 
not been proven that human remains have been found in any Tertiary forma- 
tion, but that the so-called Quaternary, in which they are found, are noth- 
ing but moving deposits, moveable on declivities, as the eminent geologist 
Beaumont testifies; that the soils of the stalagmitic caves, which so exercised 
the British Association, have been overrun by water, or some other natural 
agent, so that the deposits of mud originally laid on the stalagmites have 
slipped below them, and thus afford no evidences of high antiquity. 
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